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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH MINLAB FONSECA 

1. POLOFF HAD CONVERSATION WITH MINLAB FONSECA ON EVENING 
OF APRIL 10. FONSECA SAID THAT IT WAS MOST UNFORTUNATE 
THAT THE MILITARY CHANGES TOOK PLACE AT THE SAME TIME AS 
THE SURFACING OF THE BRIBERY CHARGES. HE CONFIRMED THE 
FACT THAT LOPEZ' POWER HAD BEEN GREATLY REDUCED BY THE 
MILITARY CHANGES OF LAST WEEK, AND THAT THE LT. COLONEL'S 
GROUP IS THE REAL POWER IN THE COUNTRY. WITHOUST SAYING SO 
DIRECTLY. HE APPEARED TO BELIEVE THAT LOPEZ IS ON HIS WAY 
OUT. HE ALSO APPEARED TO BE UNCERTAIN ABOUT WHETHER LOPEZ 
AND OTHER MINISTERS WERE INVOLVED IN THE BRIBE. HE 
OBSERVED THAT HE HAD ONCE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE BANANA 
COMMISSION BUT HAD BEEN "EXCLUDED" FROM ITS CONSIDERATIONS. 
HE REMARKED THAT HE DIDN'T KNOW WHY AT THE TIME, BUT THAT 
HE HAD A GUESS NOW. 

2. FONSECA STATED THAT HE WAS CONCERNED ABOUT THE 
FUTURE OF THE CONTRY. HE SAID THE LT. COLONELS WERE 
YOUNG AND INEXPERIENCED IN THE TASKS OF GOVERNMENT. HE 
SAID THAT THEY MAY BE BETTER TECHNICALLY IN THEIR OWN 
PROFESSION THAN OLDER OFFICERS BUT THAT SUCH CAPABILITIES 
DID NOT PREPARE THEM FOR GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITIES. HE 
SAID THAT THE LT. COLONELS' GROUP IS GUIDED BY NO IDEOLOGY 
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THEY HAVE NO PLAN FOR GOVERNING THE COUNTRY OR DEALING 
WITH ITS MANY COMPLEX PROBLEMS, AND THAT THEY COULD EASILY 
MAKE IMPORTANT DECISIONS AFFECTING THE COUNTRY'S FUTURE 
WITHOUT ADEQUATE EVALUATION OF THE CONSEQUENCES OF SUCH 
ACTIONS. 

3. FONSECA SAID THAT COLONEL MELGAR WILL REPLACE LOPEZ IF 
HE RESIGNS OR IS REMOVED AND EMPHASIZED THAT THE "VERDICT" 

OF THE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE WILL HAVE A GREAT DEAL TO DO 
WITH WHAT HAPPENS TO LOPEZ. HE REITERATED THAT THE SCANDAL 
IS A SHAME FOR HONDURAS AND STAINS THE HONOR OF THE ARMED 
FORCES AND ALL WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THE GOVERNMENT. 

4. HE REMARKED THAT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS CONSIDERED ONLY 
TWO ALTERNATIVES IN ITS MEETING ON APRIL 9. ONE WOULD HAVE 
HAD LOPEZ HAND OVER HIS POWER ON A TEMPORARY BASIS TO AWAIT 
THE FINDINGS OF AN INVESTIGATION AND THE OTHER WAS TO HAVE 
HIM REMAIN IN CONTROL UNTIL THE INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETE. 
FONSECA SAID THAT HE PROPOSED THE SECOND ALTERNATIVE AS BEING 
MORE LIKELY TO PRESERVE PUBLIC CALM. 

5. FONSECA OBSERVED THAT THE UB BRIBE AND SUBSEQUENT 
DEVELOPMENTS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY CAUSE MANY DIFFICULTIES IN 
BILATERAL HONDURAS-US RELATIONS. IN ADDITION, HE 
LAMENTED THE FACT THAT THE SCANDAL WOULD ALSO INTERFERE 
WITH THE COUNTRY'S INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT AND FOREIGN CREDIT. 

6. COMMENT: FONSECA APPEARED TO BE VERY CONCERNED ABOUT 
THE SITUATION AND SEEMED TO BE ON THE VERGE OF TEARS. AS 
AN HONORABLE MAN, HE SEES THE PRESENT SITUATION AS HUMILI- 
ATING AND DISGRACEFUL BOTH FOR HIS COUNTRY 

AND FOR HIMSELF. IN A YEAR AND A HALF’S CONTACT WITH FONSECA, 
EVEN IN THE AFTERMATH OF HURRICANE FIFI, NEVER HAS HE 
APPEARED SO DEPRESSED ABOUT THE STATE OF THINGS. 

SANCHEZ 
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